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Am endments to the Claims: 

Claims 1-16 (cancelled). 

Claim 17 (previously presented): A media gateway in a packet network, said media gateway 
providing communication between a first station and said packet network and a second media 
gateway providing communication between a second station and said packet network, said media 
gateway adapted to: 

allocate resources for said first station, said resources forming a first connection providing 
communication from said media gateway over said packet network to said second media gateway, 
said first connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmit a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first connection and said first service level; 

receive a message providing network connection information about a second connection and a 
second service level, said second service level associated with said second connection, said second 
connection providing communication between said second media gateway and said packet network; 

modify said first connection to provide said second service level; 

transmit data received from said first station destined for said second station to a network address 
of said second media gateway using said first connection; and 

transmit data received from said second station destined for said first station to a network address 
of said first media gateway using said second connection. 

Claim 18 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 
prior to said allocating, receiving a service request from said first station, said service request 
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requesting said first level of service; and 

w herein said allocating is responsive to said service request received. 

Claim 19 (previously presented): The media gateway of claim 17 wherein said service 
request further comprises a request for a settlement procedure for said modification of said first 
connection; and further comprising transmitting a settlement message requesting that costs of 
associating said first connection with said second service level be allocated accordmg to satd 
settlement procedure. 

Claim 20 (original): T*e media gateway of claim 17 wherein saidmedia gateway and said 
second media gateway are serviced by a single media gateway controller. 

Claim 21 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 

receive a modification request triggered by one of said first station, said second media gateway, a 

media gateway controller, said second station and a third party, and 

modify said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 22 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 
receive amodification request from amedia gateway controller; and 
modify said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 23 (original): A media gateway controller in a data network, said media gateway 
controller for establishing communication between a first media gateway and a second media 
gateway over a packet network, said first media gateway servicing a first station and said second 
media gateway servicing a second station, said media gateway controller adapted to: 

receive a request from said first media gateway, said request requesting a level of service for a 
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connection for conununication between said first media gateway and said second media gateway, 
an address for a second station and a first network address associated with said connection 
terimnating at said first media gateway, said first station subscribing to a subscription level of service 
different from said level of service requested; 

transmit a communication request to said second media gateway, said communication request 
requesting said second media gateway allocate resources for communication between said second 
media gateway and said first media gateway over said packet network for said connection; 

receive from said second media gateway a network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said second media gateway; 

transmit to said first media gateway a response to said request, said response indicating a level of 
service to be provided to said first station in view of said service level requested; and 

said connection comprising an upstream connection for transmissions from said first media gateway 
to said second media gateway and a downstream connection for transmissions from said second 
media gateway to said first media gateway. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said 
media gateway controller communicates with said second media gateway via a second media 
gateway controller. 

Claim 25 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said service level 
provided for said upstream connection is different from said service level provided for said 
downstream connection. 

Claim 26 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 further adapted to: 

receive a request to modify said connection, said request indicating modification of at least one of: 
said level of service of said upstream connection; said level of service of said downstream 
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connection; and allocation of costs of said connection. 

Claim 27 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said first media 
gateway and said second media gateway are serviced by said media gateway controller 

Claim 28 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said level of service 
to be provided is different from: said requested level of service; and said subscription level of 
service. 

Claim 29 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 further adapted to: 

transmit to said first media gateway a message requesting modification of said level of service of 
said connection to be provided to said first station, said modification modifying said level of service 
to be provided to said requested level of service. 

Claim 30 (original): A computer readable media containing software for a media gateway 
in a packet network, said media gateway communicating with a first station and said packet network 
and a second media gateway communicating with a second station and said packet network, said 
computer readable media adapting said media gateway to: 

allocate resources to said first station, said resources forming a first communication connection 
providing communication between said media gateway and said packet network, said first 
communication connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmit a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first communication connection and said first service level; 

receive a message providing network connection information about a second communication 
connection and a second service level, said second service level associated with said second 
communication connection, said second communication connection providing communication 
between said second media gateway and said packet network; 

Page 5 of 13 



PAGE 8/16 * RCVD AT 9/27/2004 3:23:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 " DNIS:8729306 * CSID:41 6 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-08 



27-Sep-Z004 Q3:'11pm From-436 UNIVERSITY AVE 15TH FL 2 



416 



T-0r8 P. 009/016 F-821 



Serial No.: 09/635,073 
Art Unit: 2G66 

receive confirmation of modification of said first connection, said modification adapting said first 
connection to provide said second service level; 

transmit data received from said first station and destined for said second station using said first 
communication connection; and 

transmit data received from said second station and destined for said first station using said second 
communication connection. 

Claim 3 1 (currently amended): A method of allocating costs associated with providing 
communication between a user of a packet network and said packet network, said method 
comprising: 

receiving from a station a request for a modification to a service level associated with a connection 
providing communication between said user and said packet network; 

receiving a modified settlement procedure which differs from a settlement procedure subscribed to 
by said station; 

determining whether said modified settlement procedure can be accommodated; 

if said modified settlement procedure can be accommodated, modifying said service level associated 
with said connection to a new .service level; and 

allocating costs associated with said modifying new service level in accordance with said modified 
settlement procedure. 

Claim 32 (previously presented): The method of claim 3 1 wherein said station is one of said 
user and another station, and said modified settlement procedure is received from one of said user 
and said another station. 

Claim 33 (previously presented): The method of claim 31 wherein said determining 
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comprises: 



transmitting said modified settlement procedure to anetwork element in said packet network, said 
network element responsible for collecting call detail information; and 

receiving from said network element a response that said modified settlement procedure transmitted 

to said network element is allowable. 

Claims 37-39 (cancelled). 

Claim 40 (new): A method for priding communications OV er a packet network between 
a first stabon and a second station, said method comprising, at a first media gateway in said packet 
network; 

allocating resources for said first station, said resources forming a first connection providing 
commumcationfrom said first media gateway over said packet network to a second media gateway 
m ^ P a£ *et network, «U connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmitting a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first connection and said first service level; 

receiving a message providing network connection information about a second connection and a 
second service level, said second service level associated with said second connection, said second 
connects proving communication between sa,d second media gateway and said packet network, 
modifying said first connection to provide said second service level; 

transmitting data received from said first station destined for said second station to a network address 
of said second media gateway using said first connection; and 

transmitting data received fiom said second ^d^fc^te^^.^^ 

of said first media gateway using said second connection. 
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Claim 41 (new): The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

prior to said allocating, receiving a service request from said first station, said service request 
requesting said first level of service; and 

wherein said allocating is responsive to said service request received. 

Claim 42 (new): The method of claim 40 wherein said service request further comprises a 
request for a settlement procedure for said modification of said first connection;. and further 
comprising transmitting a settlement message requesting that costs of associating said first 
connection with said second service level be allocated according to said settlement procedure. 

Claim 43 (new): The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

receiving a modification request triggered by one of said first station, said second media gateway, 
a media gateway controller, said second station and a third party; and 

modifying said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 44 (new): The method of claim 40 further conqmsing: 

receiving a modification request from a media gateway controller; and 

modifying said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 45 (new): A method for providing communications between a first station and a 
second station, said method comprising, at a media gateway controller: 

receiving a request from a first media gateway servicing said first station, said request requesting a 
level of service for a connection for communication between said first media gateway and a second 
media gateway servicing said second station, an address for a second station and a first network 
address associated with said connection terminating at said fmst media gateway, said first station 
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subscribing to a subscription level of service different from said level of service requested; 

transmitting a communication request to said second media gateway, said communication request 
requesting said second media gateway allocate resources for communication between said second 
media gateway and said first media gateway over said packet network for said connection; 

receiving from said second media gateway a network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said second media gateway; 

transmitting to said first media gateway a response to said request, said response indicating a level 
of service to beprovided to said first station in view of said service level requested; and 

said connection comprising an iipstream connection for transmissions from said first media gateway 
to said second media gateway and a downstream connection for transmissions from said second 
media gateway to said first media gateway. 

Claim 46 (new): The method of claim 45 wherein said transmitting a communication request 
to said second media gateway is performed via a second media gateway controller. 

Claim 47 (new): The method of claim 45 wherein said service level provided for said 
upstream connection is different from said service level provided for said downstream connection. 

Claim 48 (new): The method of claim 45 further comprising: 

receiving a request to modify said connection, said request indicating modification of at least one 
of: said level of service of said upstream connection; said level of service of said downstream 
connection; and allocation of costs of said connection. 

Claim 49 (new): The method of claim 45 wherein said first media gateway and said second 
media gateway are serviced by said media gateway controller. 

Claim 50 (new): The method of claim 45 wherein said level of service to be provided is 
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different W said requested leve! of service; and said subscription level of service. 

Claim 51 (new): The method of claim 45 further comprising: 
^tnngtosaid^n^ 

of «d ejection to be provided to said station, said modification modify J™ 
semce to be provided to said requested level of service. 
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